











WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, May 25, 1789. 














Authentic Copy of the Twelve Propofitions fubmitted on 
Tuefday Evening, May 12, 1789, by Mr. Wilberforce, 
to the Confideration of the Committee, to whom the Report 
of the Privy Council, various Petitions for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, and cther Papers relative thereto, had 
been referred; which Propofitions were by Confent ordered 
to lie on the Table, 


Proposition I, 


HAT the number of flaves annua'ly carried from the 
coaft of Africa in Britifh veffels, is fuppofed to amount 
to about 38,c00. 

That the number annually carried to the Britifh Weft India 
Iflands has amounted to abont 22,500, on an average of four 
years, to the year 1787 inclufive. 
weafe That the number annually retained in the faid iflands, as far 
as appears by the Cuftom-houfe accounts, has amounted on the 
fame average to about 17,500. 

Wefte I[. That mach the greater number of the negroes who are 

carried away by European veffels are brought from the interior 
parts of the continent of Africa, and many of them from a very 
great diftance. 

That no precife information appears to have been obtained 
of the manner in which thefe perfons have been made flaves, 
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Bot that from the accounts, as far as any have been procured 
on this fabjeé&t, with refpe& to the flaves brought from the 
interior parts of Africa, and from the information which has 
been received refpecting the countries nearer to the coaft, the 
flaves may in general be clafled under fome of the following 
defcriptions : 

ift, Prifoners taken in war. 

2d, Free perfons fold for debt, or on account of real or im- 
puted crimes, particularly adultery and witchcraft, in which 
cafes they are frequently fold with their whole family, and fome- 
times for the profit of thofe by whom they are condemned. 

34, Domettic flaves fold for the profit of their mafters, in 
fome places at the will of their mafters, and in fome places on 
being condemned by them, for real or imputed crimes. 

4th, Perfons made flaves by varidus acts of oppreflion, violence, 
or fraud, committed either by the Princes and chiefs of thofe 
countries on their fubjects, or by private individuals on each 
cther, or laftly by Europeans, engaged in this traffic. 

III, That the trade carried on by European nations on the 
coaft of Africa for the purchafe of flaves has neceffarily a 
tendency to occafion frequent and cruel wars among the natives, 
to produce unjaft convictions and punifhments for pretended 
or aggravated crimes, to encourage acts of oppreflion, violence, 
and fraud, and to obitruct the natural courfe of civilization and 
improvement in thofe countries, 

IV. That the continent of ‘Africa, in its prefent flate, far- 
nifhes feveral valuable articles of commerce, highly important ‘ 
to the trade and manufactures of this kingdom, and many of 
which are in a great meafere peculiar to that quarter of the 
globe: And chat the foil and climate have been found by exe 
perience well adapted to the production of other articles, with 
which we are now either wholly or in great part fupplied by 
foreign mations. 

That an exteafive commerce with Africa in thefe commodi« 
ties might probably be fubitituted in the place of that which is 
now carried on in flaves, fo as at leaft to afford a return for the 
fame quantity of gods as has annually been carried chither in 
Britith veilels: And laitly, that fuch a commerce snight reae 
fonably be expected to increale in proportion to the progrefs of 
civilization and improvement on that continent. 

V. That the flave trade has been found by experience to be 
peculiarly injurious and defiruftive to the British feamen, who 
have been employed therein: And that the mortalny among 
them has been much greater than his Majeity’s hhips itationed 
on 
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on the coaft of Africa, or than has been ufual in Britifh veffels 
employed in any. other trade. ' 

VI. That the mode of tranfporting the flaves from Africa to 
the Weft Indies, neceffarily expofes them to many grievous 
fufferings, for which no regulations can provide an adequate 
remedy ; and in confequence thereof, a large proportion of them 
has annually perifhed during the voyage. 

VII. That a large proportion of the flaves fo tranfported has 
alfo perithed in the harbours in the Weft Indies, previous to 
their being fold : that this lofs is ftated by the Affembly of the 
Hand of Jamaica at about four and a half per cent. of the 
nomber imported ; and is by medical perfons of experience in 
that ifland afcribed in great meafure to difeafes contra&ed during 
the voyage ; and to the mode of treatment on board the thips 
by which thofe difeafes have been fuppreffed for a time, in order 
to render the flaves fit for immediate fale. 

VIII, That the lofs of newly imported negroes within the 
firt three years after their importation bears a large proportion 
to the whole number imported. 

IX. That the natural increafe of population among the 
flaves in the iflands appears to have been impeded principally 
by the following caufes ; 

1ft, The inequality of the fexes in the importations from 
Africa. 

2d, The general diffolutenefs of manners among the flaves, 
and the want of proper regalations for the encouragement of 

marriages and of rearing children. 

3d, The particular difeafes which are prevalent among them, 
and which are in fome inftances attributed to too fevere labour, 
. rigorous treatment, and in others to infyfficient or improper 
ood. 

4th, Thofe difeafes which affect a large proportion of negro 
children in their infancy, and thofe to which the negroes newly 
imported from Africa have been found to be particularly liable. 
X. That the whole number of the flaves in the ifland 

of Jamaica in 1768, was about - - 167,000 

That the number in 1774 was, as flated by Governor 

Keith, about ° - - 193,009 

And that the number in December 1787, as ftated by 

Lieut. Governor Clarke, was about - 256,000 
That by comparing thefe numbers with the numbers imported 
into and retained in the ifland in the feveral years from 1768 
to 1774 inclufive, as appearing from the accounis delivered to 
the Committee of Trace by Mr, Fuller, and in the feveral 
years from 1775 to 1787, as appearing by the accounts des 
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livered by the Infpe&tor General, and allowing for a lofs of about 
1-22d part by deaths on thip-board after entry, ag ftated in the 
report af the Affembly of the faid ifland of Jamaica, it ap. 
pears, that the annual excefs of deaths above births in the 
ifland, in the whole period of 19 years, has been in the pro- 
portion of about 7-8ths per cent. computing on the medium 
number of flaves in the.ifland during that period, That in the 
firit fix yeats of the faid 19, the excefsof deaths was in the pro- 
portion of rather more than one on every hundred on the 
mediam number, That in the laft 13 years of the faid 19, the 
excefs of deaths was in the proportion of about three-fifths on 
every hundred on the mediam namber: and that a number of 
flaves, amounting to 15,000, is ftated by the report of the 
ifland of Jamaica to have-perifhed during the latter period in 
confequence of repeated hurricanes, and of the want of foreign 
fupplies of provifions. 
XI. That the whole number of flaves in the ifland of 

Barbgdoes was in the year 1764, according to the 

account given in to the Committee of Trade by 


Mr. Braithwaite .* - - 79,706 
That in 1774, the number was, by the fame account 74,874 
In 1780, by ditto - - - 08,270 
In 1781, after the hurricane, according to the fame 

account ~ - - 63,248 
In 5786, by ditto - - . 62,115 


That by comparing thefe nambers with the number im- 
ported into this ifland, according to the fame account (not 
allowing for any re-expertation), that the annual excels of 
deaths above births in the 10 years from 1764 to 1774, was in 
the proportion of about five on every 100, computing on the 

xedium number of flaves in the ifland during that period. 

That in the feven years from 1774 to 1780, both inclofive, 
the excefs of deaths was in the proportion of about one and 
one-thire on every 100 on the medium number. 

That between the year §780 and 1731, there appears to have 
been a decreafe in the number of flaves of about 5000. 

That in the fix years from 1784 to. 1736 both inclufive, the 
excelgof deaths was in the proportion of rather lefs than feven- 
eighths in every 100 on the medium number, 

Aad that in four years from 1783 to 1786 both inclufive, the 
excels of deaths was in the proportion of rather lefs than one- 
third in every 100 on the medium number, 

And that duriag the whole period there is no doubt that fome 
were exported from the ifland, bat coafiderably more ia the firlt 
part of this period than in the lait, 
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XII. That the accounts from the Leeward Iflands, and from 
Dominica, Grenada, and St, Vincent’s, do not furnith fufficient 
grounds for comparing the ftate of population in the faid 
ilands at different periods, with the number of flaves which 
have been from time to time imported into the faid iflands, and 
exported therefrom. But that from the evidence which has 
been received refpecting the prefent ftate of thefe iflands, as 
well as of Jamaica and Barbadoes, and from a confideration of 
the means of obviating the caafes which have hitherto operated 
to impede the natural increafe of the flaves, and of leflesing the 
demand for manual labour, without diminifhing the protit of 
the planter, it appears that no confiderable or permanent incoas 
venience would refulc from difcontinuing the farther importation 
of African flaves. 





A brief Statement of the Popifo Miffion to Fapan. 


R. KEMPFER, from whom the following account of the 

miflion to Japan is extraéted, was a German by birth, 
but employed in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft India Company. 
He refided the fpace of two years in the empire of Japan, A. D. 
1690, 91, 92 3 and his Hillory of the country, which indeed 
is extremely curious, on account of the difficulty of gaining ine 
formations concerning a nation fo jealous of themfelves and 
their affairs, and ina manner locked ap from the rett of the 
world, was printed in Englifh, in two volumes folio, A. D. 
1727, with a great number of cuts and maps, under the aufpices 
of that noble patron of Natural Hiftory, and indeed of learn 
ing in general, Sir Hans Sloane. 

The miffioa was conduted by the Portugaefe and Spanith 
Jefuits ; amongft whom the famous Saint, Francis Xavier, was 
empioyed, but foon relinguifhed the fervice. There were alfo 
fome Francifean friars of Spain engaged at lat. The Jefuits 
and friars were fupplied from Goa, Macao, and the Manilhas. 
At firlt the undertaking proceeded with the molt rapid faccefs, 
but ended at Jaft in che moft tragical manner, all owing to the 
pride and haughtinels, the mifconduct, rapacity, and fenfelefs 
extravagant con/piracy of the Fathers againit the State, ‘This 
folly and madnefs produced a perfecution of 40 years durae 
tion, terminated by a moft horrible and bloody mafficre, not 
to be paralleled in hiftory. After this, the Portuguefe, as 
likewife the Chriftian Religion, were totally expelled the 
cquatry, and the mot effectual means taken for preventing their 
return. The natives are for this purpofe prohibited trom going 
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out of the country ; and all foreigners are excluded from ag 
open and free trade 3 for astothe Dutch and Chinefe, under 
which laft name fome other Eaftern nations go thither, they are 
fhut vp whiift they remain there, and a moft ftri& watch is fet 
wpon them, infomuch that they are no better than prifoners ; 
and the Dutch, it is faid, to obtain a privilege even fo far, 
declared themfelves to be no Chriftians, but Datch-men. This 
calumny, however, Dr. Kempfer has endeavoured to wipe off, 
bet fearcely, I think, to fatisfaftion. Befides this, a moft 
fevere inquifition was fet on foog, the natives being required, 
once a year, to tread upon a crucifix, and the figure of the 
Virgin Mary, or fome other Saint, in a folemn and formal man- 
ner, in order to atteft their averfion and abhorrence of the reli- 
gion of the Fathers. The Datch there refident, it is alledged, 
again comply with this injunétion ; but Dr. Kempfer will not 
acknowledge that. 

To defcend now to particulars, and to make good our affere 
tion, that it was owing tothe weaknefs and wickednefs of the 
miffionaries, that the Chriftian Religion was thus perfe@ly ex- 
tispated. The iflands of Japan were difcovered A. D. 1542; 
and about the year of Chrift 1549, of fix years after the firft 
@ifcovery, the fathers of the fociety arrived there, being induced 
by the favourable reprefentations of a yoong Japanefe, who had 
fiedto Goa. Tillthe year 1625, or near 1630, the Chriftian 
Religion fpread through moft of the proyinces of the empire, 
many of the Princes and Lords openly embracing it; and 
*« there was very good rea‘on to hope, that within a fhort com. 
pafs of time the whole empire would have been converted to 
the faith of our Saviour, had not the ambitious views, and the 
impatient endeavours of the fathers to reap the temporal, as 
well as the fpiritual fruits of their care and labour, fo provoked 
the Supreme Majefty of the empire as to raife againft them- 
felves and their converts a perfecution which hath not its 
parallel in hiflory, whereby the religion they preached, and all 
thofe that profefled it, were in a few years time entirely ex 
terminated.”—The fathers had made a progrefs fo great, that 
the Princes of Bungo, Arima, and Omura, who had been 
baptifed, ‘‘ fent, inthe year 1582, fome of their neareft re- 
lations, with letters and prefents, to pay homage to the then 
Pope, Gregory XIII. and to afflure his Holinefs of their filial 
fubmiffion to the Church; anaccount of which moft celebrated 
embafly hath been given in the works of that incomparable 
hiftorian Thuanus, and by many other Roman Catholic writers.” 

Bot this pleafing profpe& notwithftanding, the Emperor, 
anno 1586, iffued proclamations’ for the fuppreffion of the re- 
; ligion, 
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ligion, and the perfecution began, This, however, at firt had 
not that effect which the Government expected ; for though, 
according to the letters of the Jefuits, 20,570 perfons fuffered 
death for the faith of Chrift in the year 15900nly, yet in 
1591 and 1592, when all the churches were actually fhut up, 
they made 12,000 new converts. The bufinefs was finally 
concluded by the maffacre at Simabara, about the year 1640. 

The reafons of the Emperor’s proclamations, making it 
death to embrace the religion, were as follows: The new 
religion occafioned confiderable alterations in the Japanefe 
charch, and was prejudicial in the higheft degree to the heathen 
clergy. It was feared the innovation in religion might be at- 
tended with fatal confequences even in regard to the fick 5 but 
what more immediately gave rife to them was, as the Japanefe 
of credit confefled to Dr. Kempfer, pride and covetoufnefs ; 
pride among the great ones, and covetoufnefs in people of lets 
note; the fpiritual fathers aiming not only at the falvation of 
their fouls, but having an eye alfo to their money and lands, 
and the merchants difpofing of their goods in the moft ufurioas 
and unreafonable manner. Toconfine ourfelves to theclergy 
here: they ** thought it beneath their dignity to walk on foot 
any longer—nothing would ferve them but they muft be carried 
about in ftately chairs, mimicking the pomp of the Pope and 
his cardinals at Rome. They not only put themfelves on aa 
equal foot with the greateft men of the empire, but, {welled 
with ecclefiaftical pride, fancied that even a fuperior rank was 
nothing but their due. It one day happened, that a Portuguefe 
bithop met upon the road one of the counfeilors of ftate oa his 
way tocourt. Thehaughty prelate would not order bis chaite 
to be ftopped, in order to alight aad to pay his refpects to this 
great man, as is ufual in that country; but, without taking any 
notice of him, nay indeed without fhewing kim fo mach as 
common marks of civility, he very contempiibly bid his mea 
carry him by. The gieat man, exafperated at fo fignal aa 
affront, thenceforward bore a mortal hatred to the Portuguefe, 
and, in the height of his jult refentment, made his compiaints 
to the Emperor himfelf, with foch an odious picture of the ine 
folence, pride and vanity of this nation, as he expected could 
not but raife the Emperor’s utmott indignation.” This hape 
pened in 1566. The next year the perfecution began aaew, 
and 26 perfons, of the number whereof were two foreiga 
Jefuits, and feveral fathers of the Francifcan order, were ex: 
ecuted on the crofs. The Emperor Jiojas had ofurped the 
crown on his pupil Tidajori, who, as likewife the greater pare 
of hiscourt and party, had beén either Curiitians themielves, 
or 
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or at leaft very favourably inclined to that religion, fo that 
reafons of ftate mightily co-operated to forward the per. 
fecution. 

Some Francifcan friars, whom the Governor of the Manilhas 
had fent as his ambaffadors to the Emperor of Japan, were 
guilty at this time of a moft imprudent flep; they, daring the 
whole time of their abode in the country, preached openly in 
the fireets of Macao, where they refided, and of their own ac- 
cord bailt a chorch, contrary to the imperial commands, and 
contrary to the advice and earneft folicitatiuns of the Jefuits. 

Some time after, a difcovery of a dangerous confpiracy, 
which the fathers and the yet remaining adherents of their relie 
gion entered into againft the perfon of the Emperor, as a 
heathen Prince, put a finifhing ftroke to the affair, and haftened 
the fentence which was pronounced foon after, that the Por- 
tugaefe thoold for ever be banifhed the Emperor’s dominions ; 
for till then the State feemed defirous to {pare the merchants 
and fecular perfons, for the purpofe of continuing trade and 
commerce with them, which was looked upon as an affair in- 
dependent of-religion. The affair of the confpiracy was as 
foliows : the Dutch ,had had an eye to the trade of Japan bes 
fore 1600, and in 1611 had liberty of a free commerce granted 
them by the Imperial letters patent, and had aétvally a factory 
at Firando, The Dotch were then at war with Spain, which 
was then fovereign of the Portuguefe dominions ; fo that it was 
natural for them to be trying to fupplant them. “The Por- 
toguefe,on their part, made afe of all malicious inventions to 
blacken their charaéters, calling them rebels and pirates, whence 
it was natural forthe Dutch to endeavour to clear, and even 
to revenge themfeives. Now they “ took an homeward-bound 
Portuguele hip near the Cape of Good Hope, on board which 
they found fome traiterous letters to the King of Portugal, 
written by one Capt. Moro, who was chief of the Portuguefe in 
Japan, himfelf a Japanefe by birth, anda great zealot for the 
Chriftian religion. The Dutch took fpecial care to deliver the 
faid letters to their proteétor, the Prince of Firando, who com- 
municated them without lofs of time to the Governor of Nae 
galaki, a great friend to the Portuguefe. Capt, Moro having 
been taken up, boldly, and with great effurance, denied the fact, 
and fo did all the Portuguefe then at Nagafaki, However, 
neither the Governor’s favour, nor their conitant denial, were 
able to clear them, and to keep off the cloud which was ready 
to break over their heads. Hand and feal convinced them ; 
the letter was fent up to court, and Capt. Moro fentenced to 
be burnt alive on a pale, whith was executed accorJingly. 
This 
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This letter laid open the whole plot, which the Japanefe Chrif- 
tians, in conjunétion with the Portuguefe, had laid againft the 
Emperor’s life and throne 3 the want they ftood in of fhips and 
foldiers, which were promifed them from Portugal ; the namés 
of the Japanefe Princes concerned in the confpiracy ; and 
laftly, to crown all, the expectation of the Papal bleffing. 
This difcovery, made by the Dutch, was afterwards confirmed 
by another letter, written by the faid Capt. Moro to the Por. 
tuguefe Government at Macao, which was intercepted, and 
brought to Japan, by a Japanefe thip.” 

Confidering this, and the fufpicions which the Court had 
then already conceived againft the Portuguefe, it was no dif. 
ficult matter thoroughly to ruin the little credit and favour 
they had as yet been able to preferve ; and the rather fince, 
the ftri&t Imperial orders notwithftanding, they did not leave 
off privately to bring over more ecclefiaftics, Accordingly, in 
the year 1637, an Imperial proclamation was fent to the go. 
vernors of Nagafaki, with orders to fee it put in execution. 
Ic was then the empire of Japan was fhat for ever both to 
foreigners and natives. 

Now, although the governors of Nagafaki, on receipt of 
thefe comniands, took care they fhould be obeyed, yet the di- 
rectors of the Portuguefe trade maintained themfelves in apan 
two years longer, hoping to obiain leave to ftay in the ifland of 
Defima, and there to continue their trade. But they found 
themfelves atlait wholly difappointed ; for the Emperor wis 
refolved to get rid of them; and on affurance given him by 
the Dutch Eaft India Company, that they would fupply, for 
the future, what commodities had teen imported by the Pore 
tuguefe, he declared the Portuguefe and the Cattilians, and 
whoever belonged to them, enemies of the empire, forbidding 
the importation of even the goods of their country, Spanith 
wines only excepted, for the ufe of the court. And thas the 
Portuguefe loft their profitable trade and commerce with Japan, 
and were totally expelled the countty before the latter ead of 
the year 1639, or 1640; and thus ended the fruitlefs Popith 
miffon in this empire, for the Portuguefe have never been able 
to reftore themfelves ; and the Dutch have it not in their power 
todoany one thing in favoor of religion, were they fo in- 
clined 3 but, asit appears, they are very indifferent as tothat, 
and are in but little credit with the Japanefe. 

It appears plain enough, onthe whole, from this narrative, 
that the fathers moft egregioufly mifbehaved in Japan, ang 
were guilty of fuch intolerable turbulescy and fedition, that ar 
Jait they were defervedly expelled the country. L. E. 
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The HOROSCOPE: 4a Oriental Tale. 


BRAHI!IM was univerfally celebrated for his riches and 
magnificence. His armies were formidable, his viGories 
{plendid, and his treafury inexhauftible. He enjoyed, more. 
over, what was ten thoufand times more folid and more valuable 
than riches—the fove and veneration of his fubjects ; and he 
had a beautiful young wife, in whofe endearing tendernefs 
alone he could find happinefs, if happinefs could be found on 
earth, All thefeadyantages entitled Ibrahim to the appellation 
of the Solomon of his age; and yet Ibrahim was not happy. 
A fon was wanting to his felicity. In vain did a heart, formed 
for all ‘* the charities’ of the wedded ftate, endeavour to 
fupply the refofal of nature, by the adoption of afon. In vain 
did gratitude endeavour to deceive his heart, by careffes, which 
any other would have thought to be the natural effufions of 
filial fenfibility, of filial piety and affection, That heart in- 
ceflantly perceived a folitude within itfelf. Even the confola- 
tory vifions of Hope began to grow lefs frequent, when Heaven 
at laft heard his prayers, Alas! in the very initant that for- 
tune gratifies our fondeit wifhes, fhe often betrays us ; and her 
{mites area thowfand times more fatal than her frowns. The 
birth of the Prince was celebrated throughout the empire by 
the cuflomafy public demonitrations of joy. The felicity of 
Ibrahim was complete. He was perpetually revolving in his 
mind the fentiments and hopes which the nation would form of 
the royal infant. Scarce was he born, when paternal folicitude 
embraced, asit were, his whole life. Impatient to know his 
deftiny, that folicitude planged into futurity, determined, if 
poflible, to wrelt from time, the fecrets of which he was the 
hoary-headed guardian. 

In his dominions were fome fages particularly honoured with 
the confidence of Heaven. Ibrahim commanded them to con- 
fult the ftars, andto report their anfwer. ‘* Tremble,” faid 
the fages: ** thou unfortunate father, tremble. Never before 
have the fkies prefented fuch inaufpicious omens. Let him fly, 
let this fon, too Cear to you, fly, Ict him avoid, if pofible, the 
meeting with any favage beafts. His feventh year is the fatal 
one; andif he fhould happen then, to efcape the misfortane 
that hangs over bim, ah! do not with him to live. His 
father, his very father will not be able to efcape from the hand 
of a parricide.” 

This anfwer threw the fultan into the greateft confternation. 
He did not fink, however, into abiolute defpair : his courage 
foon revived. He determined to take all the precautions which 
paternal 














and attvutent bien 0 oes eee Dae a. 6 OS WT. OR 


—- tn gain, 5 
















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 49! 


paternal tendernefs could fuggeft, to defeat the prediction of 
the aftrologers. He, therefore, caufed akind of fubterranean 
palatéts 6& made on the fammit of a lofty mountain, The 
labour and expenfe of the excavation was prodigious. Extenfive 
walks’ were formed, with a variety of apartments, in which 
every thing was provided that could contribute to the cone 
veniencies, and éven the Idxwries of life. In this magnificent 
cavern, Ibtahing, as it were, inhumed his fon alive, together 
with his goyernefs, of whofe care and fidelity he had no queftion. 
Provifiéns were conftantly brought thither at ftated periods. 
The Kiag forgot nota fingle day to vifit the mountain that 
contained his beloved treafure, and to be fatisfied of his fafecy 
With his own eyes. With whatdelightdid he behold the grows 
ing beéaoties of his fon ! With what pleafure * rear the tender 
thought, and teach the young idea how to fhoot !” With what 
rapture did he liften to his fprightly fallies, his {mart repartees, 
and thofe pretty nothings, which a father, in particular, is fond 
to recolleét and to repeat; at which the moft innocent gravity 
may fmile 3 and which are worth all the underftanding of riper 
years. He -was perpetually counting the hours and minutes 
that he did not fpead with his fon ; and he ioceflantly re- 
proached himfelf for not feeing him often enough. 

Schah Abbas, at length reached his feventh years that fatal 
year, which Ibrahim woald fain have delayed even at the ex- 
penie of his crown. He would never leave his fon a moment. 
Bat, alas ! is it poffible to efcape our deftiny ? Sammoned one 
day to his palace by affairs of the moft prefling exigency, he left 
the mountain with extreme reluétance, fm had Schah 
Abbas appeared more amiable in his father’s eyes : never had 
Ibrahim appeared more affectionate to his fon, Each was tor- 
mented by an uneafy fenfation, an onaccountable foreboding 
that they were to mect there no nore, 

Soine robbers were hunting wild beafts : the ardour of pur- 
fuit had brought them tothis mountain. A lion, that fled from 
them, perceived the fubterraneous paflage, and. took refuge in 
it. ‘The robbers, who deri not follow him, waited, however, 
for the fequel of this adventere. On a fudden, they hearda 
violent fcream, and prefently all was filent. ‘This filence fag- 
geited to them, that the cavern now contained not a living 
creature but the lion, They threw down a quantity of ftones, 
which foon pvt an end to the exiftence of the formidable ani- 
mal, They then defcended into the cavern, fecuring them- 
felves ftom all further danger from the lion, by cutting off his 
head. Wandering through every part of this fubterraneous 
palace, they were aitonifhed at the prodigious riches which they 

3Q2 beheld. 
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beheld. They perceived a flaughtered woman: this was the 
Prince’s governefs. By her fide was a child covered with blood, 
who thewed, however, fome figns of life. They examined his 
wounds: they found not one of them dangerous, The captain, 
of thefe banditti, after ftripping the cavern of its valuable con- 
tents, drefled his wounds himfelf, and effecteda cure. The 
growing qualities of Schah Abbas endeared him to the Chief, 
who adopted him as his foo, and diftinguifhe? him as fuch by 
all the tendernefs of a paternal heart. 

Some years had elapfed fince Ibrahim had firft deplored the 
Jo’s of a fon, who, having been conftantly ignorant of the 
name and titles of his father, had been unable to explain his 
Origio to the robbers of whofe fortune he partook. ‘The fon 
of a King, brought up by robbers, was foon to become their 
chief. Such were the unaccountable caprices of fortune, which 
led tothe completion of a prophecy, that had deftined him to be 
one day a parricide. 

Ibrahim was often wont to divert his grief by the pleafores 
of the chafe ; and this exercife foon became almott his only 
occupation. One evening, that he had firayed, with a very 
flender efcort, in the defiles of a folitary mountain, a troop of 
robbers rufhed upon him. The combat, for fome time, was 
furious. An arrow pierced the King ; it excited the fpirit of 
vengeance in bis attendants, and they fought, determined to 
conquer or to die. They were foon victorious. The murderer 
was taken, and conducted to the metropolis, that he might un- 
dergo the punifhment due to hiscrime, 

Ibrahim, on the bed of death, fummoned the aftrologers to 
attend him, and thus addrefied them: ‘* I was to have perifhed 
youtold me, by the hand of a fon; batit is the hand of a 
robber that has infliéted the blow.’’—** Sire,’’ anfwered the 
fages, ‘* forbear to feek an explanation, The robber” 
They proceed no further. The young robber appears, and re- 
lates his hiftory. Ibrahim, while he bowed in {ubmiflion to 
God, and adored his infcrutable decrees, bleffed him alfo for 
having reftored his fon ; and the tears which he faw flow from 
the eyes of Schah Abbas, were a confolation in hisdying mo- 


ments. 
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Thoughts on Original Compofition, 


HE mind of aman of genius is like a fertile and pleafant 
field, pleafant as Elyfiam, and fertile as Tempe, aod en- 


joys a delightful fpring. OF that fpring, originals are the faired 
" flowers : 
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fiowers : Imitations are of quicker growth, but fainter bloom, 
Imitations are of two kinds ; one of nature, one of authors; 
the firft we call originals, and confine the term imitation to the 
fecond. Al! muft allow that fome compofitions are more orie 
ginal than others, and the more they are fo the better. Ori- 
ar are, and ought to be, great favourites, for they are great 

nefactors ; they extend the republic of letters, and add a new 
province to its dominion, Imitators only give usa kind of due 
plicates of what we had, poffibly mach better before, ia creating 
the mere drug of books; while all that makes them valuable, 
knowledge and genius, are at a ftand. The pen of an original 
writer, like Armida’s wand, out of a barren wafte calls fortha 
blooming fpring. 

An imitator fhares his crown, if he has one, with thechofen 
object of his imitation; an original enjoys an undivided ap- 

laufe. Anoriginal may be faid to be of a vegetable nature; 
it rifes fpontaneous from the vital root of genius ; it grows, it 
is not made. Imitations are often a fort of manufaéure, 
wrought up by thofe mechanics, art and labour, out of pre-exif- 
tent materials not their own. 

We read imitation with fomewhat of his languor, who liftens 
toatwice-told tale ; our {pirits rouze at an original ; that is 
aperfet ftranger, and all throng to know what news from a 
foreign Jand: and though it comes, like an Indian Prince, 
adorned with feathers only, having little of weight; yet of 
our attention it will rob the more folid, if not equally new. 





Anecdote of the late Hon. C. VW. Cornwall. 


HE only time. the late Mr. Cornwall, Speaker of the 

Houfe of Commons, {poke at the bar, was in the Court 
of King’s Bench relative to the cafe of Mr. Thickoeffe for a li- 
bel on Lord Orwell, at which moft of the young Counfel were 
rather afraid to oppofe any thing ftated by Mr. Norton, the late 
Lord Grantley ; but Mr. Cornwall not only replied, but gave 
him fo fmart and unexpected a rebuke that Norton winced at it ; 
whereon Lord Mansfield, always quick at perceiving genius, en- 
quired the young man’s name, for Mr. Corawall! was then very 
little known, and being informed of it, he contrived to enrich 
his obfervations with a very elegant compliment to Mr. Corn- 
wall’s ingenious turp in favour of his client. Mr. Cornwall 
was a gratuitous Counfel to Mr. Thickneffe, and thought him 
hardly treated.——That very able Counfel, Mr. Lee, returned Mr. 
Thicknefle his brief and fee on the above occafion, rather than 
cope with Mr. Norton. 
An 
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Ar ANECDOTE, 


N 178i the hbrary of the Right Hon. Charles Janes Fox 
was fold, Amongit his other books, the firft volume of 
ir.. Gibbon’s hiftory was brought to the hammer. In the 
ank leaf of this was a note, if the hadd-writing of Mr. 
‘ox, ftating a remarkable declaration of our hiftorian at a well- 
Known. tavern, Pall-Mall, and contrafted with Mr. Gfbbon’s 
litical condu&t afterwards, ** The author,” it oblerved, * at 
rookes’s faid, That there was no falvation for this country, 
wntil ix heads of the princi al perfons in Adminiftration,” Lord 
North being then Prime Minifter, ** were [aid updn the table, 
¥et,”” as the obfervation added, ** eleven days afterwards, the 
fame geatleman accepted f place of a lord of trade under thofe 
wery minifters, and has atted with them ever fince.” 'This‘ex- 
traordinary anecdote, thus recorded, very naturally excited the 
attention. of the purchafers. Numbers withed to have in their 
own pofiction, fuch an 4onourable tefimony from Mr. Fox, in 
faveur of Mr. Gibbon. The contention for it rofe to a con= 
fiderable height, And the volume, by the aid of this manufcript 
addition to it, was fold for three guineas. From fuch a ftate of 
Javage hoflility in Mr. Gibbon, did the fod of this minifterial 
Hermes charm him down, in e/even days only ; and change the 
man who flood, as it were, with his axe in his hand, ready to 
behead him and five of his affociates, into a fure friend ; a friend 
in power 5; and—now the {pirit of ambition is forced to fleep in 
the breatt of Mr. Gibbon, and he himfelf is obliged to retire 
tato Switzerland, a friend out of it. 





ON KEEPING UP APPEARANCES. 
By Mr. Mastix. 


¢* > UT, my dear, don’t you think it were as well to keep up 
a little decency in appearances— 

** Aye, there itis, Mr. Maftix, you are always for keeping 
pp appearancesw-—Why, this keeping op of appearances is 
nothing but making us all hypocrites, and liars and deceivers, 
and falfe and perfidious, and— 

** Enough, eoough, Mrs, Maftix, you have faid enough, to 
make me for ever quit all appearances— 

«© What !— 

** I mean, my dear, all appearances that are not the figns, 
the fymptoms and outward fhow of fincerity, and honefty, and 
goodnels, and affection, and virtue.” 

My 














ie Ge dhe pte ey eee po 


eo weet Oe A ee et 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, ap; 


My wife is a true Maftix, bat fhe hasa twift—** A twif, 
Sir 1’—~Yes, ma’am, fhe has a twift—and now give me leave to 
tell you that I do not mean that there is any bone or bones of 
her corporeal part fo mifplaced, feparated, divided, or overe 
grown, that the may be faid to be crooked—but, the truth is, 
in a place—fomewhere between the head and the heart—half& 
ways I fuppofe—and in that place==fhe has a twit—though 
upon mine honour as an author aod a Maflix, I never was able 
to determine whether there ever was avy great diftance betweea 
her heart and head— 

Pity it is that two {gch ufeful perfonages fhould ever be fepae 
rated—and live like man and wife—néver féen in each othes’s 
company.—In fome men—and for any thing I know to the 
contrary—in fome women too—there is fo great a diftance be- 
twixt the head and the heart, that is impoffible they thould ever 
meet—or if they did, there certainly would be a violent quarrel 
«—they would be continually upbraiding each other—and 
hence it is, that in my-anatomical refearches, for { have beea a 
phyfician in my day— indeed it was faid of me of old time; 


*< I’m the firft of phyficians ; there’s none in the college 
Can vie with me for learning and knowledge,” 


I fay, when at the anatomical theatre, after I have given grave 
and erudite letures, proving that the man before me had {ack 
brains as indicated great genius, {plendid abilities, oratory of 
the moft brilliant kind, and invention of every kind, I have 
been often aftonifhed to find, one of two things, either that 
there was no heart at all, or—that it was at fuch a prodigious 
diftance from the head, and enveloped in fuch thick and hard 
coats as to render its action on the head impoflidle, 

«* But we have lof fight of the twilt,’—True, Sir, fo we 
have.—A twiit then, Sir, is, as if a body thould fay, an odd 
kind, or unufaal mode of thinking, a little out of the commoa 
way—proceeding from a very good heart joined toa tolerable 
found head—I fay very good and tolerably found, becaufe 
I would not be thought to flatter Mrs. Maitix, and thereby, as 
we are one feth, flatter myfelf— 

Mrs. Maftix thinks very differently from the world in mot 
things—and, like a true and lawful wife—differs from me alfo 
in moft things—but we have a way of compounding differences, 
a conciliating manner, or rather inclination—a fort of mutual 
forbearance, that I believe for the lait 30 years, the fun never 
went down on our wrath, or rofe to difcover our mutua! frowas— 

‘One part of the twill I have jult deferibed is—-that the is 
again people keeping up appearances of decency, who feel 
none 
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none—and thus the explains—for J think it is but juftice the 
thould {peak for herfelf in a matter of fo great confequence, 

But before the makes her entry—and you have had a little of 
her at the beginning of this paper,—hear what the neighbours 
fay, for you know they are always the beft jadges, or think 
themfelves fo, which amounts to the fame —« 

«* La! Mrs. Fuffock, did you ever hear fuch a creature as 
neighbour Maflix ? She fays people fhould not be decent, and 
blames me for wearing mourning for my hufband who had been 
dead only two months, merely becaufe fhe knows I hated him.” 

** Blefs me ! Mrs. Gabble—I never heard fuch a woman as 
Mrs. Mattix.—Surely the is wrong in the head.”— 

«* Mrs, Maftix! O you drank tea with her, did you? 
A firange perverfe creature; fhe never thinks as any body elfe 
does, and is always propofing new {fchemes.”— 

** Lord! I wonder you can bear with Mother Maftix, the 
fays fuch odd out-o’sthe-way things, and her hufband is no 
better than a noddy.” 

What thinkeft thou now, gentle and courteous reader ? Has 
not Mrs. Maftix a twift ? a fomething in her brain more than 
other people ?—Now you fhall hear herfelf-——- 

** You know, Mr. Maftix, that it was faid of our anceftors 
in the fixteenth or feventeenth centuries, but particularly in the 
feventeenth centory, that they were a nation or a generation of 
hypocrites, who made a mafk of religion, while like other 
mafked people at mafquerades, they were guilty of all manner 
of fins and iniquitiesx—Now, I don’t fay that this was true of 
our anceftors, but it has been alledged, and moreover it has been 
added, that in the prefent age we are juft as good and as virtuous 
as the beft of them, but without their hypocrify.—But this is 
what I deny, and defy you to prove.”— 

** My dear, I liften to you— 

** For initance—what is your keeping up appearances,” as 
you call it, but a fine, general, nay univerfal fyftem of hypo- 
crify ?——Look at that widow there, fee her arrayed in black filk 
and crape, who has juft got rid of a hufband of the very wort 
kind, and for whofe memory the has as little regard as fhe had 
for bis perfon, and yet fhe mult go through what we all know 
is to her a dreadful penance, the penance of 12 months deep 
mourning, and all this to keep up appearances ; for fhe is 
already contracted to a fecond hufband whom fhe would marry 
pow, anc who would be glad to marry her, but ‘‘ appearances 
mutt be kept up.”—TI am for deftroying all appearances that are 
not appearances of what paflesin the heart, The young heir 
too, whofe father’s death became fo neceflary to him on many 
accounts, 
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accounts, he too is all over grief, though you know the defpe- 
rate ftate of his affairs and bis mind, not a month before the 
old gentleman died, But this isto ‘* keep up appearances,” 
You will fay, appearances are ufeful for the fake of public de- 
cency.—Pablic fiddlefticks, I fay, for I take human nature oa 
the grand fcale—none of your paltry, narrow fyftems of policy 
for me, theoffspring of cuflom and fafhion, begotten by haber- 
dafhers, milliners, taylors, and mantua-makers, Let people 
feem what they are in reality. This ‘* keeping up appear- 
ances,” makes more hypocrites than the laft age was charged 
with ; we have people now who go tochurch ** to keep up aps 
earances,”’——behave with tolerable civility to their wives ** to 
eep up appearances,”=——live above their incomes ‘* to keep up 
appearances,”——borrow, or fteal the luxuries of life in enter- 
tainments to their neighbours ‘* to keep up appearances,”— 
nay, for my part, I think that the greateft part of our grandees 
marry and are given in marriage merely “‘ to keep up appear 
ances.” ' 

“* Very well, Mrs. Mattix, I thall put every fyllable of this 
into the Entertainer, and you will fee what the world will fave 

** Ay, ay, with all my heart my dear, the world I am fare 
are on my fide, but they will for all that contradi& me, “ to 
keep up appearances.” 

Bat as to the twiff, fo often mentioned, that I am afraid my 
readers will fay I have a twift myfelf—a few words, and I[ have 
done—All fuperior minds have a twift—all men who think for 
themfelves have a twift— 

Whenever you find a man foaring inthought above the 
phrenzy of aday, looking forward to the future and backward 
to the paft, and not permitting his eyes to fix with a ttupid 
glare on the prefent dazzling obje&t, you may be fure that man 
has a twift,— 

If you find a handfome man who does not think fo, who 
drefles neither above nor teneath, nor exaétly at the fathion, 
who does nothing with a view to be admired, and fays nothing, 
with a view to the praife of infallibility—who defpifes Mander 
becanfe he does not deferve it—who never {peaks but when 
there is a vacancy, and never hears rafhly to coniradiN—whole 
words are fewer than his thoughts, and who feldom has reajon 
to recall what he has faid—you may fuppofe—for you certainly 
will find fomething very uncommon about that man—you will 
find he has a twilt, 

But I fee a young lady, and every one who fees admires her— 
who difcovers evident marks of a fuperior mind—her remarks 
are not like thofe of other people, becaufe they are not bor- 

Vox. XIII. 333, 3K rowed, 
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rowed, yet they are pute jut, for every one who hears them 
finds an intereft already provided for them in his breaft ; fhe 
knows what the fathions of drefs are, but the does not {peak of 
them ; the values ber judgement in filks, fattins, muflins, rib- 
bons, gauze, caps, bonnets, hats, fafhes, curls, and tippets, much 
lefs than her judgment in any thing elfe ; and the would much 
rather err in the choice of a filk than in that of a fentiment.: 
fhe reads mach, but her reading is like her converfation, full of 
difcrimination and choice ; fhe no more regards the fentiments 
of an author merely becaufe he has a name in the world, than 
fhe does the beads of a neck!ace becaufe worn by a Dachefs. 
She converfes with as much propriety with a philofopher, as 
with her tireewoman; and is never at a lofs what to fay, al- 
though no part of drefs be the fabje& in agitation. Every one 
who knows this young lady, fays the has a twift. ‘* It is unde- 
niable,”’ you will add. 

.* Taking things upon this grand feale,” fays Sir Humphrey, 
«* pooh! what fignifies the fcale we take them on, fo as we 
keep the balance even.’’ You perceive Sir Humphrey is a 
money-making man, very honeft in all his dealings, that! will 
fay for him ; but when he retires from bbfinefs he will be very 
rich and very reftlefs—Sir Humphrey has no ideas,—no tafte, 
as one may fay—fometimes indeed when he is very jocular, and 
a fall purfe makes a man wondrous witty : he maintains he has 
a tafte for pitures fet in gold, the copper-plates of Abraham 
Newland’s promifes, and fuch drawings as one draws on one’s 
banker. 

** But your twifted people, your fuperior people, as you call 
them, Mr. Matftix, are always very unhappy, always complaine 
ing.” Then they have not the proper twilt, Sir ; they are fools 5 
for if you find a man, or woman, whofe mind towers above the 
follies and vices, the idiotifm and nonfenfe that paffes for plea~ 
fure, art, fafhion, and gallantry in the world, whofe mind is 
daily approaching to that purity which will one day be perfect, 
and is unconfcious of thofe weakneffes that embitter the lives 
of the vain, the idle and the thoughtlefs, what is there without 
to make fuch a man unhappy ? What is there within that will 
not render him happy heré and hereafter ? 





Anfutr, by P. Baftow, of Buckfaftligh, toW. Baker's Ana- 
gram, inferted February 9. 


FIBRE is the thread I ween, 
Tranfpos’d then BRIEF is clearly feen. 
tht We 
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t$t We have received the like anfwer from W. Bowden, of 
Welling, near Totnes ; T. Huxham, of Knowle, near Rattery ; 
and J. Chaff, of Rattery. 





Anfuer, by F. Bafkerville, of Plymouth, to Adolsfcens’s Enigma, 
inferted February 16. 








"VE fcann’d your riddle, Sir, and find, 
T You’ve wrapp’d in myftic guife the WIND ; 
Which blows from north, fouth, eaft, and weft, 
Is always changing, ne’er at reft. 


tlit We have received the like anfwer from Juventus, and 
J. Aunger, of Lifkeard ; Glaftonia; R. Tucker, of Broad 
Winlor ; and J. Tremlett, of Stoke Climfland. 





Anfucr, by P. Baftow, of ey to R. Tucker's Anagram, 
inferted February 16. 


HE term you mean is MOODI know, 
Which if tranfpos’d it DOOM will thew. 


§t§ We have received the like anfwer from W. Bowden, of 
Welling, near Totnes ; Leander; |. Tremlett, of Stoke Climf- 
land ; J. Chaff, and R. Carlile, of Rattery ; and W. Locke. 





Anfwer, by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, to Viator’s Charade, inferted 
February 16, 





AN isan animal with fenfe enda’d, 
j But oft he ftrays from virtue’s fteady caufe ; 
The mighty DRAKE the Spanith fleet fabdu’d, 
Proclaim his fame ia thunders of applaufe. 


MANDRAKE?’s the word, if join’d aright, 
Which 1 now here have brought to light, 


*s* We have received the like anfwer from J. Aunger, and 
W. P. Mufgrove, of Lifkeard; T. Whicker, of Exon; R. TZ 
of Broadwinfor ; P, Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; and S. Harvey, 


of Lyme. 
3 R2 Anfuer, 
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Aafutr, by We K. near Taunton, to W. Baker's Enigma, ina 
Jerted February. 23. F 


Think there’s nothing like a CAT 
I To keep the houfe from moufe or rat ; 
— Hts rame=fake by the fire-place 
Has neither head, nor tail, nor face; 
Bot fhould the cat have.an nine tails 
Its then a fcourge for rogues in jails, 

§1§ We have received. the like anfwer from W. P. Mufgrove, 
and Juventus, of Lifkeard ; J. Burnet, junior, of Loftwithiel ; 
a Gofs Moor Colt ; J. Bafkerville, of Plymouth; R. Carlile, 
and J. Chaff, of Rattery; W. Paul, Blackdown; R. Taocker, 
of Broad Winfor; P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh; J. W. Darte 
ington ; W. Locke, of Bridport; R. P. Allen, of Ortery 5 
and W. Cory, of Cranborne, 





A QUESTION, ty W. Paul, of Blackdown. 


GIVEN x*y*xvz=143164460 
y*z*—xy=70580 
z'x* X ZX = 136320 
Where x fhews my height in inches, y the years, andz 
the months ef -my ages 





4n ANAGRAM, & S. Harvey, of Lyme. 


N infe& will if you tranfpofe 
A lofty feat to you difclofe ; 
One letter change, tran{pofe again, 
A priedt in fcripture ’twill explain, 





4 CHARADE, by Fr Bafeerville, of Plymouth. 


Q fearch, ye bards, the Pentateuch, 
By fage old Mofes penn’d, 
There tow’riog high in ether pure, 
My firft is eafy kenn’d. 


My fecond though but one alonc, 
* Andfingle always feen, 
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Will beat his comrades nine or ten, 
Nay conquer king and queen. 


With. perfpicvity and care 
Unite thefe parts they'll thew, : 
A well-known poet, fam’d of yore, 
Immediately to view. 














An ENIGMA, by W. Baker, of Somerton. 


IFFUS’D abroad I am by wifdom’s hand 
O’er fundry diftritsof Britannia’s land, 
Where peace and tranquil happinefs prefide, 
To fhield her commerce, and promote her pride. 


Your wealthy fires, and anceftors of old, 

Who barter’d wares and merchandize for gold, 
Held me in emicence and high repute, 
Becaufe I did each branch of traffic fuit. 


Through feas and deferts wild with Cook I pafs'd, 
Defcribing fcenes of woe and perils vaft ; 

And now unto the curious world [ tell 

How he a viétim to barbarians fell, 


Among the ladies too [ gain efteem, 

Nor fcruple in their clofets to be feen ; 
Yea, I will facrifice contempt and {corn 
Whilft I the fair and fpoilefs tkins adorn, 


I prove an antidote unto mankind, 

And leffen the commotions of the mind ;" 
Yet oft the {pendthrift into bondage-throw, 
Who in defpair his freedom doth forego, 


Well might my f'rength with Atlas’s compare, 
Who once attempted the whole globe to bear ; 
For, by a dext’rous hand and pow’rful {way, 

I can with eafe trees, hills, or realms convey. 


Though mirth and paftime fhould my cell furround, 
A filence o’er my vifage fits profound ; 

Still I’m agreeable to all on whom 

A gleam of learning’s laftre ever fhone. 


POETRY. 
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VIRTUE asd VICE: 4 FABLE. 


IRTUE as hard up hill the went 
Grew faint, her very foul was {pent ; 

So down fhe fat a while to reft, 
And lower’d her fhield beneath her brea ; 
She flept, and as the flept the {mil’d, 
A dream had all her cares beguil’d, 
Vice watch’d for this, and fent a dart 
‘That reach’d—fay not it reach’d her heart 3 
It muft have pierced through and through, 
Bat with his fhield an angel flew ; 
Even through that fhield the weapon found 
Its way, and lodg’d a dangerous wound ; 
A wound that virtoe bath’d with tears, 
For days, for weeks, for months, for years ; 
?T was heal’d at laft, but virtue ftill 
Bleeds at the thoughts of Drowfy Hill. 
When virtue fleeps, nor dreams of pain, 
She’ll foon be wounded, may be flain. 








— 


For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Epitaph on a Gardener, whofe Name was Showers. 


TOP, reader, here, whoe’er, thou art, 
While I the tale of grief impart, 
Mofe o’er the fallen Showers ; 
His glafs is run, he moft obey, 
The fummons fign’d, poor Ned gave way 
To death’s tremendous powers. 


Beneath 
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Beneath this lap, and facred weeds, | 

The greedy worms now grofly feed 
On him that was their mafter ; 

Nay, e’en the humble, creeping fnails, 

Qn whom he aim’d his chief affails, 
Add now io his difafter. 


Weep, Flora, weep ! thy drooping train 
Can ne’er revive their ftrength again, 
For Showers is not there ; 
Mourn his fad fate, ye gardeners all, 
And thou, Pomona, fhould’ft let fall 
The fympathetic tear. 
C.C. sear Taunton. 





Sonnet, addreffed to the Moon. Compofed while waiting 
over Salifbury Plain at Midnight. 


| LEST be thy friendly light, which o’er the Plain 
Conduéts my wand’ring fteps, and guides my way, 
To her the beft-belov’d, who feels the pain 

And owns the pleafures of fair friendfhip’s {way : 

Thy beams tranfcend the loftre of the day: 

And ftill to thee will I my homage pay , 
Planet benign ! and to th’ Almighty power 

Who form’d thee, and the thoufand glitt’ring fiars 
Which fhining round at this dread midnight hour, 

Add glory to the Heav’aly univerfe : 
Beneath his guidance fafe, and free from fears 

Dauntlefs I tread the folitary road ; 
And though my heart th’ uncertain future tears 

Confide in him ‘* my father and my God.” 

EDLYNE,. 











Sonnet, addreffed to au abjent Friend, on her Recovery from 
Sickne/s. | 


LISA! thou whofe fympathetic heart, 
To facred friendfhip’s warm emotions trae; 
Bids every fond idea rife to view, 
With which my bofom beats far, far, apart! 
What numbers needs there, or what tuneful art 
To tell the anxious throbbings of my foal 
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When bufy fancy to my tortur’d mind, 
Shew’d thy pale form to fell difeafe confin’d, 
,Patient though fad beneath her dire controul ? 
Bat prais’d be he, the father of mankind, 
Who bids the tides of health retarning roll ! 
And fee, bright hope, her gay attendant nigh, 
Who to thofe realms direéts the gratefal eye, 
Where paio and forrow ceafe, and ev’ry thooght is joy. 


EDLYNE. 








. 


4n Epitaph on a Hunt/man, whofe Name was Scott. 


ERE lies John Scott, 
It was his lot 
A huntfman long to be ; 
He ate no meat, 
He was no cheat, 
But lik’d his can to fee, 


Frolic and free, 
In mirth and glee, 
Chief follower of the chace ; 
Who in the field 
To none did yield, 
*Till death had ftopp’d his racef. 


Somerton, May 11, 1789» LEANDER. 
¢ He died the 1ft day of January, 1788. 





On hearing the Rev. Mr. Donne pathetically defcribe the 
Lofs of bis Daughter, a Child about Two Years old. 


EEP not for Mary’s blifsfal flight, 
Yet fcarce could I refrain ; 
Whofe lifping tongue oft gave delight, 
And banith’d care and fpleen, 


Yet when the angel’s tromp fhall blow, 
And fouls and bodies meet, 

What crowds will with their lives below 
Had been fo fhort and {weet ! 


Cranborne, Dorfet. WILLIAM CORY. 



































